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Operates and maintains
CNC (computer numerical
control) machines to
produce precision parts and
components according to
engineering specifications.

A P P R E N T I C E S H I P S

BATES TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Advanced Machining Technology
Tacoma, WA

RENTON TECHNICAL COLLEGE
CNC Machining Program
Renton, WA

SOUTH PUGET SOUND
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Basic Machining Technologies
Certificate
Olympia, WA
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AJAC 
www.ajactraining.org

IAM/BOEING JOINT
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
www.iam-boeing-apprenticeship.com

MACHINISTS INSTITUTE
www.machinistsinstitute.org
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for a full list of WA
State training and
certification
programs and
apprenticeships

https://www.machinistsinstitute.org/


DO YOU...

LIKE TO TINKER ON MACHINES?

LIKE TO SOLVE PUZZLES?

NOTICE THE LITTLE THINGS? 

ARE YOU...
A TECH GEEK?

A GEAR HEAD?

A MAKER?

WANT TO
MAKE...

ENGINE PARTS?

AIRCRAFT FRAMES?

AEROSPACE PROTOTYPES?

E N T R Y  L E V E L  O P E R A T O R

Most entry-level CNC Machinists start
as machine operators, gaining skills and
experience as they progress. 

C N C  M A C H I N I S T

Many Machinists transition into being
put in charge of setting-up CNC
machines. This includes understanding
geometric dimensioning and tolerancing
and making changes at the CNC
machine’s controller. 

C N C  P R O G R A M M E R / L E A D

As a programmer your job is to create
the code that tells the CNC systems
how to make the part you need. This
includes programming, designing parts,
optimizing performance, and inspection
of parts. 

M A N A G E R

Managers train employees in the proper
use of equipment, enforce safety
regulations, assign tasks, and oversee
employees’ work. They also interpret
blueprints and develop plans for how to
complete a project. 

CAREER PATH

EARLY CAREER
SALARY RANGE

$ 2 0  -  $ 3 3 a n  h o u r

$ 4 2 , 0 0 0  -  $ 6 9 , 0 0 0 a n n u a l l y

according to salary.com


